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and, leaving all questions of politics aside, we do not 
hesitate to say after making due allowance for his errors, 
that his administration of the office has been on the whole 
wise, dignified, thoroughly patriotic and eminently success- 
ful. He gave himself unstintedly to the duties of his office, 
and paid little attention to the virulent abuse heaped upon 
him often by those who at the time knew little of the 
questions at issue and less about the manner in which he 
was conducting them. 

A successful Secretary of State, as our government is 
constituted, must do two things ; he must firmly main- 
tain the rights and dignity of his own country and con- 
duct our international relations in fairness towards other 
nations and in a manner which will keep us out of war if 
possible, Secretary Gresham did both. He so handled 
every subject with which he had to deal that our country 
maintained her dignity and honor before the world, and, 
which was a greater triumph still, he so managed these 
matters that peace was preserved between the United 
States and all other peoples. 

It is almost certain that if an " intense American " of 
the Jingo type had been at the head of the State Depart- 
ment during the exciting times of the past two years 
we should have had more than one expensive and dishon- 
orable war on our hands. It is greatly to the late Secre- 
tary's credit that he saw the. higher honor and greater credit 
than would come to the United States' by steadily adhering 
to her long-established pacific, neutral and non-aggressive 
policy in her foreign dealings, and that he had the good 
sense and the patience to pursue this policy, in spite of 
the exasperating pressure put upon him by narrow and 
unsympathetic and often surprisingly ignorant newspa- 
per critics. If the standard of success in the State Depart- 
ment be the honorable and peaceful solution of all the 
questions coming before it, then Secretary Gresham was 
an eminently successful Secretary of State. We wish he 
could have lived longer. There is ground for believing 
that he was seriously meditating upon the great problem 
of a permanent arbitration treaty with Great Britain, 
which had more than once been laid before him, and that 
when the numerous problems with which he had to deal 
should have been off his hands, he was intending to pro- 
ceed to the negotiation of such a treaty. We see no 
reason why Mr. Gresham should not be ranked among 
the best Secretaries of State which we have had. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



We are glad to be able to give our readers so full a re- 
port of the Annual Business meeting and the Special Pub- 
lic Meeting of the American Peace Society. It is impos- 
sible to put into type the admirable spirit of the Public 
Meeting and the interesting and impressive manner in 
which all of the addresses were given. 



That our readers may see what can be said on both 
sides of the question of the neutralization of Hawaii we 
give on another page an editorial from the New York 
Sun as well as one from the Springfield Republican. 

The Spring meeting of the International Peace Bureau 
took place at Berne on the 4th and 5th of May. A finan- 
cial statement was given showing the receipts and ex- 
penses of the Bureau since August last. The Bureau is 
in urgent need of funds for the prosecution of its work. 
The president,, Mr. Fredrik Bajer of Denmark, was in- 
structed to prepare a form of subscription to be sent out 
to the friends of peace for the regular collection of funds 
for the work of the Bureau. It was decided to ask the 
coming Peace Congress at Luxemburg to authorize the 
Bureau to take the initiative in a pressing appeal for 
concord in case of any threatened war. The Bureau is 
to send out a circular to the peace societies calling their 
attention to certain works suitable for use in peace in- 
struction in the schools. It was decided that the coming 
Peace Congress at Luxemburg should be held four or five 
days after the Interparliamentary Conference which is to 
open at Brussels somewhere between the 12th and 19th of 
August. The principal subjects to come before the 
Luxemburg Congress are 

1. Agitation in favor of a truce of armaments. 

2. Comparison of the various schemes which have been 
proposed for the organization of international arbi- 
tration. 

3. The Co-operation of workingmen with the Peace So- 
cieties and Peace Congresses. 

4. The transformation of armies into instruments of 
production. 

5. Manner of representation in future Congresses. 

6. A commission to study the subject of a language of 
unity. 

This list of subjects is to be transmitted to the peace 
societies for their suggestions as to further topics. 

Mr. Albert K. Smiley of Mohonk Lake, N. Y., who has 
contributed so much to the advancement of the interests 
of the Indian by the Indian Conferences which he has 
held at Mohonk for the last twelve years, is to inaugurate 
on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of this June a similar series of 
conferences to influence public sentiment in favor of in- 
ternational arbitration. The first conference promises to 
be a very important one and will probably call together 
the largest and most intelligent body of peace men 
and women which ever met in this country. We hope 
to give our readers a good account of the conference in 
our July issue. 

The lady peace workers of England have addressed to 
their sisters in France a letter in which they express their 
sincere desire that France and England may live in peace 
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and thus give to the rest of Europe an example which 
may some day bring about a union of the other nations. 
"Why should not the women of the two countries 
form an alliance and enter into mutual pledges to do 
their utmost to cement more strongly the peaceful 
relations of the two nations and to turn aside every con- 
trary influence?" "Women have done wrong in the past 
in exalting war and conquerors ; they see to-day that 
military glory is a pure chimera, and the destruction 
of man by man a barbarous anachronism as much out of 
harmony with faith in a creative God and'the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, as with the sentiments of human solidarity 
recently awakened throughout the entire world. There is 
not a woman who can not as mother or educator, labor 
in this great reform, It will be sufficient if she give her- 
self to the task of inspiring in the youth, girls or boys, 
the love of humanity, fraternity towards other nations 
and a profound hatred for the injustices and cruelties of 
war." 

In sending this letter the English ladies express the 
strong desire that their French sisters may join them in an 
alliance of peace, and offer to do all in their own power to 
bring this about. We do not know that any such letter 
has ever passed before between the two countries. 

A public meeting, called " to consider the danger to 
peace occasioned by the present gigantic over-grown 
and ever growing armaments of all European nations," 
was recently held at the Guildhall, Cambridge, England. 
The principal speech of the evening was that of Mr. 
Samuel James Capper, who has spent much time on the 
continent and is now holding meetings in various parts 
of England in the interests of European disarmament. 
The Vice-Chancellor of the University presided and the 
Master of Trinity College moved a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Capper. The speeches of both these University men, as 
reported in the Cambridge Express, seem to indicate that 
the Englishman's chief concern is to keep his navy as big 
as possible and to "shield England's shores from invasion" 
by nobody knows whom. But there are Englishmen 
and Englishmen. The Express, in an editorial not at all 
in sympathy with the Peace Party, has this funny remark, 
funny because it has been made so often in reference to 
all sorts of reforms : 

" As a Christian people we are bound to look forward to the 
time when war shall be no more, and to help on the Millenium 
as we can; but we must not anticipate the ruling of Providence , 
and the time when the lion shall lie down with the lamb is not yet." 

This reminds us of the philosophy by which the " hard- 
shell" Baptisfpreacher in the West consoled himself-for 
not doing anything for the conversion of men : " Ef the 
Lord is goin' to convert a man, he'll do it in his own time 
an' way, an' don't you be a foolin' about it." It would 
seem that this philosophy is still in vogue at Cambridge. 

The Lombard Peace Union at Milan recently gave a 



banquet to the distinguished Russian economist Novicow, 
at which one hundred and fifty persons were present 
representing all classes of citizens, senators, represent- 
atives, city officials, professors, literati, lawyers, doctors, 
painters, etc. Mr. E. T. Moneta, who presided, read 
letters from many prominent people in Italy and other 
parts of Europe. The speakers were Mr. Novicow, who 
was received with an " imposing ovation," Hon. Giovanni 
Bovio, the other guest of the evening, Senator Ascoli, 
and Palmiro Premoli. The occasion was one of the most 
interesting in the history of the Lombard Union and 
demonstrates clearly the rapid strides which the peace 
movement is making in the old Latin peninsula where 
force once had its chief citadel. 

Professor Isaac T. Headland of Peking University, 
China, is one of the few writers who care to resist the 
seductions of the military glory of Japan and say a 
word of truth for China. Here is what he says in the 
Independent for May 23 : 

Since the Peace Commission, under Li Hung Chang, 
started to Japan, the Christians all over the North of 
China have been praying for its success, for the peace of 
the two countries, for the people of the two countries and 
especially for the Emperors of the two countries. 

***The Chinese are not a military people — the Chinese 
are not a warlike people. Because of this they have been 
called "a lot of old women." As well say that the 
Christians who insisted on the principle of non-resistance 
were "a lot of old women," and that the Mohammedans 
who established their faith with their swords were "a lot 
of ideal men." The principle of non-resistance is the 
principle of Christianity, and — notice, I say it not hastily 
— the Chinese are a better representation of the principle of 
non-resistance than any other nation in the world. 

If any one says that this is "because they are not pre- 
pared to resist," I answer No ; their not being prepared 
to resist is because of this principle. When the armies of 
Japan landed in Korea, China had never thought of war. 
She was not prepared foi war and she called the nations 
of the world to witness that she flew to the poor old 
arms she had, parts of many of which were in neighbor- 
ing pawnshops, only because she was forced to do so. 

Nobody knows to what excesses the ardent war spirit 
might have carried Japan, if a level-headed, peace-loving 
ruler had not been in power. The victorious nation was 
singularly fortunate in having an Emperor capable of 
sending out such words as these : 

" We have always been anxious to establish and main- 
tain peace. Our object in the recent war was to found 
an enduring peace. We believe that Russia," France and 
Germany are imbued with the same feeling. Therefore, 
we will not insist upon the retention of Liao Tung penin- 
sula. 

"We do not desire to raise fresh trouble, increasing the 
calamities of our people, or to obstruct the expansion of 
our country by deterring a restoration of the blessing of 
peace. China has shown regret for her breach of friend- 
ship, thus justifying before the world Japan's action. 
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Japan will comply with the desires of Russia, France 
and Germany. The manner in which the Liao Tung 
peninsula will be restored to China will be arranged by 
China and Japan. 

" Now that the treaty of peace has been duly ratified 
and the ratifications exchanged, our former friendship 
with China is restored and the ties attaching us to neutral 
countries are made closer. Let our officials and people 
keep this steadily in view." 

Under the title of " Consumption of Human Flesh" Mr. 
Henry Fourneau, in a recent number of the Paris Signal, 
adduces conclusive proofs that during the period of 23 
years from 1792 to 1815 war devoured in Europe two 
thousand men per day. He adds that " from 1815 to 1820 
the depopulation was so great that in France young men 
of 17 and 18 were married to girls of 15 in certain parts 
of the country ; in Touraine, for example, there were no 
more mature men, they had almost all been devoured by 
fire, by disease or engulfed in the snows of the Russian 
and Polish steppes. The rest of the strong men had dis- 
appeared on the plains of Waterloo and in the encamp- 
ments of the army of the Loire. From these early mar- 
riages comes in part the enfeeblement of the French race. 

" This single fact demonstrates what we have wished to 
show, namely, that the hecatombs of 23 years, in spite of 
all the glory with which they covered us, explain at the 
same time both the horror with which war inspires the 
friends of peace and the necessity resting upon every one 
who cares for civilization of giving to people a truer no- 
tion of patriotism." 

The treaty between Japan and China was ratified on 
the 8th of May at Chu Foo in the form in which it was 
drawn at Shimoneseki. Japan has yielded to the protest 
of France, Germany and Russia and consented to give up 
the parts of Chinese territory which she had captured, 
but is demanding a special indemnity for these. Li Hung 
Chang has been allowed, at his own request, to retire into 
private life. Late dispatches say that Formosa has de- 
clared her independence and that she will fight for her 
liberties rather than yield to Japanese authority. 

The Secretary of the Peace Bureau at Berne has pre- 
pared a synoptic table of the leading peace societies of 
the world showing the date and some of the leading cir- 
cumstances of their foundation. It is sufficiently 
accurate for all practical purposes, and covers the chief 
societies of eleven different countries. 

Spain has given a satisfactory answer to our govern- 
ment in respect to the action of the Spanish gunboat which 
fired upon the Alianca. The reply is couched in cordial 
terms and disavows the action of the Spanish boat. Spain 
admits that she has no rights over foreign vessels where 
the firing took place. 

The Nicaraguan incident ended on the 4th of May 



through the good offices of the Salvadorean Minister. 
The Nicaraguan government agreed to pay the indem- 
nity demanded by Great Britain, which agreement has 
since been complied with, and on the above date the 
British troops were withdrawn from Corinto and the Ni- 
caraguan forces re-entered the town. The Nicaraguan 
government has wiped out the whole Mosquito reserva- 
tion and incorporated the territory as a State of Nicara- 
gua, under the name of Zelaya. This action may raise 
new diplomatic questions with Great Britain. 

Jingoism and Anglophobia seem to have reached their 
zenith in the philippic of Don M. Dickenson at the Loyal 
Legion banquet in Detroit on the 10th of May, and may 
be expected hereafter to wane. It was & fiery and impet- 
uous appeal for increased military force for this country, 
as if England had already gathered all her immense 
fleet and headed them under full steam for our defence- 
less shores. Though the speech is unworthy of the true 
spirit of a right American patriotism, we are sorry that 
the tyranny and greed of England's colonial policy from 
time immemorial furnished such good fuel for the fires 
of Don's blazing rhetoric. 

Mr. E. L. Godkin's article in the May North Ameri- 
can Review on "Diplomacy and the Newspaper," from 
which we make an extract on another page, is such an 
admirable analysis of a certain narrow and even wicked 
spirit just now prevailing so alarmingly in this country 
that we commend it to the careful attention of all our 
readers. 

The boundary dispute between Chile and Bolivia has 
been settled by the agreement of the former to give the 
latter a strip of land on the Pacific coast. 

The relations between Norway and Sweden continue in 
a very unsettled state. The general opinion seems to be 
averse to war and there is talk of revising the Act of 
Union in order to bring about better feeling. 

The excitement in Venezuela and feelings of bitterness 
toward Great Britain increase daily. According to ad- 
vices received at our State Department it seems that a 
conflict of arms is almost inevitable unless Great Britain 
will consent to submit the question of the disputed terri- 
tory to arbitration. 

Robert Treat Paine, President of the American Peace 
Society, attended and presided over the National Con- 
ference of Charities and Corrections which met at New 
Haven, Conn., from the 24th to the 30th of May. 

The Thirtieth Anniversary of the National Temperance 
Society was held in the Broadway Tabernacle, New York 
City, on Tuesday, May 14th. The total receipts of the 
Society for the past year were $38,170.14 and the total 
expenses $38,046.18. Mr. Joshua L. Baily of Philadel- 
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phia was unanimously elected President of the Society 
to take the place of the retiring President, Major-General 
O. O. Howard. Mr. Baily is a life-member of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society and an intelligent, earnest and con- 
scientious upholder of the principles of peace. 

Augustus Taber of Westchester, N. Y., residing for 
the present at San Jose, California, has recently published 
a pamphlet of 40 pages entitled "Peace," which covers 
nearly all phases of the argument against war, moral, 
economic, etc. 

A Pan-American Congress of Religion and Education 
is to be held at Toronto, Canada, July 18th to 25th, this 
year. It will be presided over by Rev. Samuel G. Smith, 
D. D., of St. Paul, Minn. It will be composed of rep- 
resentative laymen and clergymen from every country, 
province and State of North and South America, including 
Protestants, Roman Catholics and Hebrews. County and 
State Governments will be represented, as well as 
churches, educational and charitable institutions. The 
great social, economic and moral problems of the day are 
to be considered. Dr. Albert Shaw will preside over the 
Authors,' Editors' and Publishers' Section, and President 
Henry Wade Rogers over the Educational Section. Other 
sections will be in charge of competent men. Efforts are 
being made by the committee in Toronto to make the con- 
gress a great success. The railroad will give half fare 
rates. 

Reports come through Paris of French victories over 
the Hovas in Madagascar. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 131. 

tion prove. I quote from a recently published pamphlet : 
" The first important case of arbitration in the present 
century was that in 1816 between the United States and 
Great Britain about the St. Croix river and the Lake 
boundaries. Since that time seventy-seven important in- 
ternational controversies, minor cases not considered, 
have been settled in this way, or an average of one a year 
for the whole period of seventy-seven years. There were 
two such settlements in each of the years 1839, 1864, 
1870, 1881, 1882 and 1884 ; three in 1863, 1867, 1874, 
1880, 1887, 1889 and 1890 ; four in 1879, 1884 and 1888, 
and five in 1871, the year in which the celebrated Ala- 
bama case was begun at Geneva. The United States, 
which in this particular at any rate leads the world, has 
been a party to thirty-seven of these cases ; Great Britain 
to twenty-six ; while ten of the cases, or about one-eighth 
of the whole number, have been between these two 
English-speaking nations alone. France has submitted 
ten difficulties to arbitration, Spain seven, Portugal six, 
Germany four ; Italy and Holland three each ; Denmark, 
Belgium, Russia, Greece and Turkey two each ; Switzer- 
land one ; Japan and Afghanistan three each ; Persia, 
China and Morocco two each ; Liberia one. All of the 
South American republics except two, and two of the 
Central American States, have had arbitration." 

The history of the effort for a permanent treaty of 
arbitration between Great Britain and the United States 



really began with Henry Richard, M. P., in 1873. In 
1887 a deputation of thirteen Englishmen, all prominent in 
public life, brought to this country a memorial signed by 
234 members of Parliament. The memorial was as 
follows : 
To the President and Congress of the United States of America : 

" The undersigned members of the British Parliament 
learn with the utmost satisfaction that various proposals 
have been introduced into Congress urging the Govern- 
ment of the United States to take the necessary steps for 
concluding with the Government of Great Britain a treaty 
which shall stipulate that any differences or disputes 
arising between the two Governments which can not be 
adjusted by diplomatic agency shall be referred to arbi- 
tration. Should such a proposal happily emanate from 
the Congress of the United States, our best influence shall 
be used to ensure its acceptance by the Government of 
Great Britain. The conclusion of such a treaty would be 
a splendid example to those nations who are wasting their 
resources in war-provoking institutions and might induce 
other Governments to join the peaceful compact." 

On the 16th of June, 1893, a resolution in reference to 
the same subject was passed in the House of Commons 
without a division. In January of this year Mr. Cremer, 
M. P., brought another memorial signed by 351 M. P.'s. 
He was courteously received at Washington but practically 
nothing was done by a Congress which, as some one has 
said, was " conspicuous for its incapacity." He was 
really glad the late Congress had done nothing, for our 
cause, he said, was a decent cause, and when any action 
was taken on it, it ought to be by a decent Congress. 

The Jingo element in both nations were the real foes of 
our cause. This element in our country was fittingly 
described in the North American Review for May by Mr. 
E. L. Godkin, Editor of the New York Eoening Post: 

" Every incident which can, by any possibility, lead to 
an international conflict is greatly magnified. Every 
blunder of a subordinate is attributed to the direct orders 
of a superior, and is converted into a deliberate insult. 
All foreign statesmen are made to plot against the United 
States and concoct schemes for depriving us of something, 
or in some manner humiliating us. Apologies are treated 
as lies meant to throw us off our guard. I do not think 
I exaggerate when I say that upon any private matter of 
business no sensible man would think of heeding talk like 
that to which some of our statesmen have lately treated 
us on our foreign relations. Most of it, like that about 
the Hawaiian cable, such as Mr. Morgan's suggestion 
that a ' military cable,' would in some manner differ 
from a commercial cable, would discredit a smart boy of 
twelve. But it suits the purpose of the militant press to 
call the jingo orators ' well-informed men who have the 
courage of their convictions,' or ' students of the foreign 
policy of some other nation.' Along with this goes daily 
abuse of the secretary of state, who is following the rules 
of civilized diplomatic intercourse, and trying to keep the 
peace. Everything he does is a blunder. Common polite- 
ness in his despatches is base truckling to foreigners. 
His ignorance is unparalleled. Care for the honor of his 
country he has none. Foreign ministers write his de- 
spatches, and it is well if he is not receiving a salary 
from England or Germany." 



